Summary: Natural Sciences Cross-Departmental Sequences Discussion Group

On October 7, 2008 the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Office hosted a voluntary discussion group for instructors of Natural Science GEC courses that are sequenced cross-departmentally.

List of cross-departmental sequenced courses:
Biology 101-Anthropology 200

Biology 101-Entomology 102

Biology 101- Entomology 333

Biology 101-Food Science and Technology 201

Biology 101-Human Nutrition 210

Earth Sciences 100-Geography 120

Earth Sciences 105-Geography 120

Earth Sciences 100-Environment & Natural Resources 101

Earth Sciences 110-Astronomy 143

Physics 111-Architecture 426

The impetus for this meeting emerged from findings of a Natural Science GEC faculty focus group who identified as important communication among instructors across sequences, particularly those offered across departments.  Several attendees were from the focus group but over half were not.

 

The purpose of the discussion was to learn more about the expectations faculty have for students entering sequenced courses, as well as to explore the articulation of GEC sequences.  Judy Ridgway (Center for Life Sciences) facilitated the discussion. Kate Hallihan (ASC Curriculum and Assessment Office) welcomed the group and summarized the group’s findings and possible action steps at the end of the meeting. Ron Severtis  (ASC Curriculum and Assessment Office) took notes for follow up.
The discussion group identified two types of action steps for follow up. They were informed that their suggestions would be presented to the CCI Assessment Subcommittee for consideration and feedback. The suggestions are as follows:

1) Possible concrete steps we can take to improve communication among instructors of sequences and to students considering various sequences for their general education?

With the increased use of Carmen, syllabi are less publicly available on the web for instructors of sequenced courses to view. Also, an operational syllabus may not be a broad enough representation of a course for an instructor or student to make an informed decision. With these two factors in mind, the discussion group reached a consensus on the following suggestion:
Make publicly available (perhaps on the ASC web site) a list of all sequenced courses (see complete list below). From each course, create links to the following general information as submitted by the lead instructor(s) and department chair for the course:

· The course(s) # and name(s) 

· Lead instructor/course coordinator contact information (email and/or phone number)

· General Topics Covered in Course: Possible information would include: a list of general topics usually covered in the course; a detailed summary of the course’s purposes, topics, and expected learning outcomes (each department could choose the level of detail to include)

2) Larger conceptual issues/questions for CCI to consider:

· How do we convert sequences if we have a calendar conversion? 

· What should make something a sequence vs. a prerequisite? 

· What makes a set of courses a GEC sequence? 

· How do honors courses and students interface with the GEC? 

Sequenced GEC Courses:

Anthropology 200:  Introduction to Physical Anthropology
Architecture 426: Introduction to Architectural Structures
Astronomy 143: History of the Universe
Astronomy 161: Introduction to Solar System Astronomy

Astronomy 162: Introduction to Stellar, Galactic, and Extragalactic Astronomy

Astronomy 171: Solar System Astronomy

Astronomy 172: Stellar, Galactic, and Extragalactic Astronomy

Biology 101:  Introductory Biology
Biology 102: Human Biology

Biology 103: Living Chemistry

Biology 113: Biological Sciences: Energy Transfer and Development

Biology 114: Biological Sciences: Form, Function, Diversity, and Ecology

Biology H115: Honors Biology I

Biology H116: Honors Biology II
Chemistry 100: Chemistry and Society

Chemistry 101: Elementary Chemistry

Chemistry 102: Elementary Chemistry

Chemistry 121: General Chemistry

Chemistry 122: General Chemistry
Chemistry H201: General Chemistry
Chemistry H202:  General Chemistry
Earth Sciences 100: Planet Earth: How it Works
Earth Sciences 105: Geology and the National Parks
Earth Sciences 108: Gems and Precious Stones

Earth Sciences 110: History of Life on Earth-Global Change in the Biosphere
Earth Sciences 121: The Dynamic Earth

Earth Sciences 122: Earth Through Time

Earth Sciences 203: Environmental Geoscience

Earth Sciences 204: Exploring Water Issues

Earth Sciences 205: The Planets

Earth Sciences 206: Principles of Oceanography

Earth Sciences 210: Energy, Mineral Resources, and Society

Entomology 101: Insect Biology I

Entomology 102: Insect Biology II
Entomology 333: Social Insects
Environment & Natural Resources 101: Soils in Our Environment
Food Science & Technology 201: The Science of Food
Geography 120: Earth Systems II: Atmospheric Environment
Human Nutrition 210: The Science of Human Nutrition
Physics 103: The World of Energy I

Physics 104: The World of Energy II
Physics 106: Physics by Inquiry: Properties of Matter

Physics 107: Physics by Inquiry: Electric Circuits

Physics 108: Physics by Inquiry: Concepts of Light with Applications to Optics

Physics 111: General Physics: Mechanics and Heat
Physics 112: General Physics: Electricity, Magnetism, and Light
Physics 131: Introductory Physics: Particles and Motion

Physics 132: Introductory Physics: Electricity and Magnetism

Physics 161: The Building Blocks of Creation I

Physics 162: The Building Blocks of Creation II
Plant Cellular & Molecular Biology 101: Introduction to Plant Biology I: Plants, People, and the Environment

Plant Cellular & Molecular Biology 102: Introduction to Plant Biology II: Plants, People, and the Environment

